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SERMON VI. 
COMPILED. 
Prove all things ; hold fast that which is good.—1 Thess. 5 : 21. 
Concluded from page 39. 


We affirm that an exigency had arrived, a period had come, when the 
doctrine of nature failed to meet the wants of man as a sinner; the doc- 
trine of the one God, and of life and immortality beyond the grave, were 
shrouded in worse than Egyptian darkness, and buried beneath the doc- 
trines and commandments of men! Nature, though an eloquent preacher is 
far as she goes, was unable to bring man back to God. Thesun and the 
rain which covered the tomb with verdure and beauty, sent no life-giving 
power to the mouldering body which slept beneathit. The book of nature 
contained no provisions nor arrangements for reviving the dead. A time had 
come, in the which a teacher, sent from a God who loves his children, might 
have been exvected. And such was the situation of mankind, such gross 
idolators they had become, that something more than the ordinary course 
of divine providence was necessary to rouse them from their death-tike stu- 
por. And as what is regular and uniform makes but little impression on the 
mind—some sudden and unexpected occurrence, which spoke of a higher 
power than nature, was necessary to raise man from a death in trespasses 
and sins. The miraculous works of Jesus Christ, were demanded by the 
state and condition of man at the time he made his appearance in the world ; 
and all the objections to his mighty works, must lose their weight, in the 
same proportion as we strengthen our convictions respecting the will and 
power of God, and his paternal care and loving kindness to his children. 

We again repeat, that all objections to miracles are founded in atheism, 
which ascribes a supremacy to nature, and which, though it may pretend to 
believe in a God, questions whether, he takes any care, interest or concern 
for the happiness of man! Asa celebrated preacher once observed—* To a 
man who cherishes a sense of God 4nd his goodness, the great difficulty is, 
not to account for miracles, but for their rare occurrence. They ought not 
to surprise us more than the expression of a human parent’s tenderness and 
concern for his offspring.” 

Now we maintain that all the variety of facts belonging to the religion 
of Jesus—the conflicting and peculiar circumstances under which it was first 
promulgated— its peculiar principles—its unexampled progress, notwith- 
standing the deadly opposition of all around—the conduct, sufferings, and 
death of its first propagators in its defence---with numerous other circum- 
stances connected with it---are inexplicable by humana powers, on human 
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means; and can only be accounted for, by the interposition of that Being, 
to whom its preachers ascribed it, and with whose nature and perfections it 
perfectly agrees. The reception of it from the first, on the ground of mi- 
raculous attestations—the prophecies which it fulfilled, and whieh it con- 
tains, is sufficient evidence to prove its divine origin.—At the time the Sa- 
viour appeared, the Jews were not a credulous people—which may be pro- 
ved from the fact that there had no miracle been performed among them for 
six hundred years. This simple fact demonstrates the dread among the Jew- 
ish nation, of assuming the character of a prophet, without divine authority. 
Under these circumstances it is very natural, that the words and deeds of 
Jesus, should be rigorously scrutinized. Had he come in pomp and splen- 
dor, as they expected—had he humored their prejudices, and sought to win 
the favor of their rulers—his pretensions would undoubtedly have undergone 
a thorough examination by the Jewish nation. How much more scrupu- 
lously then, would they examine the character of a person, who was oppo- 
sed to their dezrest hopes, and time-hallowed prejudices. Yet notwithstand- 
ing all their deep rooted superstitions—the unbounded ‘influence of the 
priesthood—-and all the disadvantages under which the Saviour laboured— 
his miracles were so conspicuous, that no doubt was entertained of them. 
And now we ask our philosophers how it was possible, for a person so nar- 
rowly watched, as was Jesus Christ, by a nation whose religion he was a- 
bout to disannul—a people proverbial for jealousy—with or without assis- 
tants to practice fraud and deception from the first to the last, without be- 
ing detected !---If he had been an impostor, he would have been very par- 
ticular in his choice of diseases---and in the time and place of performing 
his cures. He perhaps might have managed for a short time, with the as- 
sistance and artful management of some few persons who might pretend to 
be blind or lame—but he would not have persevered, as a single failure 
would have exposed the whole artifice. But instead of proceeding in this 
manner, we never find him pleading to be excused---We never find him ma- 
king exceptions to diseases that they were too stubborn—or of too long con- 
tinuance—but on the contrary, he never neglects a single opportunity of 
curing diseases of every kind. And the cures which he performed, were 
generally of a nature to preclude the possibility of relief by human means 
—Palsies, dropsies, blindness, and more especially, luuatics—or to use the 
superstitious language of the Jews, those who were possessed of demons or 
devils—all these cures were instantaneously performed---sometimes even 
without seeing the diseased person at all. 

Now what kind of an impostor was this? A man in open broad day-light, 
in the presevce of thousands, who should attempt to heal a withered arm 
---open the deaf ears, and blind eyes—and even to raise the dead—without 
any consciousness of supernatural assistance—depending solely upon art and 
address to accomplish his wonderful work—must have been insane, and 
would have suffered as a deceiver and impostor! Jesus was a Jew— 
and he knew too well the horrors of that hell, of which he so often spake, 
which was contiguous to Jerusalem---he knew too well the unutterable tor- 
ments of hell fire in the valley of Hinnom, to have dared to practise an im- 
position upon the Jewish nation. His doings were not done ina corner--- 
but in the face of his enemies---before Priest and Levite, before Scribe and 
Pharisee---who were watching with eagle eyes---seeking to ensnare him !--- 
The man who was blind from his birth---and that too, before Jesus made him- 
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self known---was known by his parents and neighbors to have been blind in 
reality---and this fact they testified to, before the Jewish Sanhedrim. This 
cure was not merely imagination---deception in the imagination, never filled 
the mouths of five thousand with bread---mere human credulity never un- 
stopped the ears of the deaf---or cleansed from a leprosy. The per- 
sons who were called demoniac or insane persons, were well known to 
the people round about, to be incurable. Thisthen could not have been 
an illusion ef the senses---There is not a person in the world, who would 
suppose for a moment, on any other subject, that there was a possibili- 
ty of fraud or deception; and why men hesitate to believe these well at- 
tested facts, any more than otber histories, exceeds my comprehension. 
These facts were written in the life-time of that generation, in which 
these works were performed--and if they were false---if Jesus Christ 
was an impostor---why in the name of every thing honest, did not the 
Jews contradict and disprove the evidence therein contained? Why 
have we not something tangible---something besides sneers and jokes, 
and low vulgar ridicule, to disprove the divine mission of Jesus Christ.--- 
Why have we no books, come down to us from that time, to show that 
this was all a farce, and deception? ‘The writers of that day, both 
Christian and Heathen, all speak of these things.---Tacitus, the Roman 
historian, speaks of the persecution of the Christians---the temporary 
check which the death of Christ gave to his religion—its revival---and 
the progress it made, not only in Judea, but even to the city of Rome.--- 
This is the testimony of an enemy of the Christian religion --His cotem- 
poraries, Juvenal, Suetonius, &c. concur in giving their testimony of the 
persecutions of the Christians, on account of their religion! 

But we have much stronger testimeny to prove the truth of our belief 
than this. The concurrent testimony of eight or ten cotemporary au- 
thors, most of whom had seen Christ after his resurrection! We have 
something besides a filthy jest upon which to rest our hopes---We have 
the New-Testament itself---the concurrence of its numerous, distant, and 
independent authors---in the uncontradicted authority it has maintained 
from the earliest ages of the church---in the total inability of the bitter- 
est adversaries of our religion to impeach its credibility. We believe the 
testimony of the apostles, because from what we know of human nature, 
a crown of thorns, a gibbet, or a cauldron of boiling oil, would be small 
temptation to persist in telling what every one knew was false.---If it was 
false---we believe with Rosseau, that it was the greatest miracle of all, 
that it should be believed by such a multitude who had the means in 
their hands to disprove the testimony of the apostles. These, brethren, 
are some few of the reasons we have for believing in the religion and 
divine mission of Jesus Christ---Ask the infidel why he doubts it---ask 
him te produce his proofs---to bring forth his strong reasons---why he be- 
lieves it a farce, a delusion, a fable, a connivance! And what would he 
tell you ?---Why Jeroboam made a calf---or Absalom rebelled against his 
father---or Solomon had several hundred wives---or David was an immor- 
alman! These are the proofs which are to annihilate Christianity-~ 
and are gravely urged by the would-be philosophers as incontestible ev- 
idence that Jesus Christ was not inspired of God. I know not whether to 
weep or laugh at such nonsense---Ifit was put in the mouths of children 
who are muling and puling in their mother’s arms, it would deserve our 
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pity end compassion !---W hat if I were to make the assertion ‘that there 
was no such thing as the War of the Revolution, should persist im the 
declaration, and should bring as evidence of my positian, th: treason of 
Penedict Arnold--what would you think? JF will tell you---you would 
think my friends would do well to provide me a place in the insane hos- 
pital. 

Christian brethren and friends—I stand not here this evening the ad- 
vocate of bloated and pampered bigotry which has assumed the garb of 
christianity.---I stand not here the advocate of superstition and hypocrisy 
who for a mantle broad and lerge have wrapt them in religion—But | 
stand here the feeble vindicator of the ways of God—I stand here to in- 
form youthat when [profess the religion of Jesus, that 1 am not a hypo- 
crite---W hether I ever stand in this place again, or not, God only knows 
---but I shall this evening lay my head upon my pillow with the reflection 
that I have, according to my ability, discharged my duty to God and my- 
eelf. 

And now brethren choose ye---shall we sit in judgement upon the do- 
ings of God---and oppose our paltry experience to the wisdom and pow- 
er of the Almighty. Ido not speak of this as impious—but as_unphilo- 
sophical—I do not quote the decrees of orthodoxy, to prevent your do- 
ing it, but the decrees of logic and sound reason! To you w ho believe 
the hopes, promises and unspeakable joys, of the christian religion—you 
tv whom it is a priceless gem, to you I say, hold fast that whichis our Su- 
preme good.—And now brethren, if there be any virtue, if there be any 
praise—think of these things. 





EXTRACTS. 


1. The Character of Jesus Christ-—How is this to be explained by the 
principles of human nature ?—We are immediately struck with this pe- 
culiarity 1 in the Author of christianity, that whilst all other men are form- 
ed in a measure by the spirit of the age, we can discover in Jesus no im- 
pression of the period in which he lived. We know with considerable 
accuracy the state of society, the modes of thinking, the hopes and ex- 
pectations of the country in which Jesus was born and grew up; and 
he is as free from them, and as exalted above them, as if he had lived in 
another world, or, with every sense shut on the objects around him.— 
His character has is it nothing local or temporary. It can be explained 
by nothing around him. His histury shows him to us a solitary being, 
living fur purposes which none but himself comprehended, and enjoying 
not so much as the sympathy ofa single mind. His apostles, his cho- 
sen companions, brought to him the spirit of the age; and nothing 
shows its streneth more strikingly, than the slowness with which it yield. 
ed in these honest men to the instructions of Jesus. 

Jesus came to a nation expecting a Messiah; and he claimed this 
character. But instead of conforming to the opinions which prevailed 
in regard to the Messiah, he resisted them wholly and without reserve.— 
To a people anticipating a triumphant leader, under whom vengeance as 
well as ambition was to be glutted by the prostration of their oppressors, 
he came as a spiritual leader, teaching humility and peace. ‘This undis- 
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tincuished hostility to the dearest hopes and prejudices of his nation; 
this disdain of the usual compliances, by which ambition and imposture 
conciliate adherents; this deliberate expocure of himself to rejection and 
hatred, cannot easily be explained by the common principles of human 
nature, and excludes the possibility of selfish aims in the Author of 
christianity. 

One striking peculiarity in Jesus is the extent, the vastness of his 
views. W hilst all around him looked for a Messiah to liberate God’s an- 
cient people, whilst to every other Jew, Judea was the exclusive object 
of pride and hope, Jesus came, declaring himself to be the deliverer and 
light of the world, and in his whole teaching and life, you see a con- 
sciousness, which never forsakes him, of a relation to the whole human 
race. This idea of blessing mankind, of spreading a universal religion, 
was the most magnificent which had ever entered man’s mind. All pre- 
vious religions had been given to particular nations. No conqueror, le- 
gislator, philosopher, in the extravagance of ambition, had ever dream- 
ed of subjecting all nations to a common faith. 

This conception of a universal religion, intended alike for Jew and 
Gentile, for all nations and climes, is w holly inexplicable by the circum- 
stances of Jesus. He was a Jew, and the first, and deepest, and most 
constant impression on a Jew’s mind, was that of the superiority, con- 
ferred on his people and himself by the national religion introduced by 
Moses. The wall between the Jew and the Gentile seemed to reach to 
heaven. ‘The abolition of the peculiarity of Moses, the prostration ofthe 
temple on Mount Zion, the erection of a new religion, in which all men 
would meet as brethren, and which would be the common and equal 
property of Jew and Gentile, these were of all ideas the last, to spring up 
in Judea, the last for enthusiasm or imposture to originate. 

Compare next these views of Christ with his station in life. He was 
of humble birth and education, with nothing in his lot, with no extensive 
means, no rank, or wealth, or patronage, to infuse vast thoughts and ex- 
travagant plans. ‘The shop of a carpenter, the village of Nazareth, were 
not spots for ripening a scheme, more aspiring and extensive than had 
ever been formed. Itis a principle of human nature, that except in case 
of insanity, some proportion is observed between the power of an in- 
dividual, and his plans and hopes. The purpose, to which Jesus devoted 
ee was as ill suited to his condition as an attempt to change the 

-asons, or to make the sun rise in the west. ‘That a young man, in ob- 
scure life, belonging to an oppressed nation, should seriously think of 
subverting the time-hallowed and deep rooted religions of the world, is a 
strange fact ; but with this purpose we see the mind of Jesus thoroughly 
imbued ; and sublime as it is, he never falls below it in his language or 
conduct, but speaks aud acts with a consciousness of superiority, with a 
dignity and authority, becoming this unparalleled destination. 

In this connexion, [ cannot but add another striking circumstance in 
Jesus, and that is, the calm confidence with which he always looked for- 
ward to the accomplishment of his design. [le fully knew the strength 
of the passions and powers which were arrayed against him, and was 
perfectly aware that his life was to be shortened by violence; yet not a 
word escapes him, implying a doubt of the ultimate triumphs of his reli- 
gion. 
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This entire and patient relinquishment of immediate success, this ever 
present persuasion, that he was to perish before his religion would ad- 
vance, aud this calm, unshaken anticipation of distant and unbounded 
triumphs. are remarkable traits, throwing a tender and solemn grandeur 
over our Lord, and wholly inexplicable by human principles, or by the 
circumstances in which he was placed. 

The views hitherto taken of Christ relate to his public character and 
office. If we pass to what may be called his private character, we shall 
receive the same impression of inexplicable excellence. The most. stri- 
king trait in Jesus was, undoubtedly, benevolence; and although this vir- 
tue had existed before, vet it had not been manifested in the same form 
andextent. Christ’s benevolence was distinguished first by its expansive- 
ness. Atthat age, an unconfined philanthropy, proposing and toiling to do 
good without distinction of country or rank, was unknown. Love to man 
is man, love, comprehending the hated Samaritan and the despised pub- 
lican, was a feature which separated Jesus from the best men of his nation, 
and of the world. 

Perhaps it may be said, this character never existed. ‘Then the inven- 
ion of it is to be explained, and the reception which this fiction 
met with; and these perhaps are as difficult of explanation on natural 
principles, as its real existence. Christ’s history bears all the marks of 
reality; a more frank, simple, unlubored, unostentatious narrative was 
never penned. Besides, his character, if invented, must have been an in- 
vention of singular difficulty, because no models existed on which to frame 
it. He stands alone in the records of time. The conception of a being, 
proposing such new and exalted ends, and governed by higher principles, 
than the progress of society lad developed, implies singular intellectual 
power. 

The character of Christ, though delineated in an age of great moral 
darkness, has stood the scrutiny of ages; and in proportion as men’s mor- 
al sentiments have been refined, its beauty has been more seen and felt.— 
‘To suppose it invented, is to suppose that its authors, outstripping their 
age, had attained to a singular delicacy and elevation of moral perception 
aid feeling, But these attainments are not very reconcileable with the 
character of habitual liars and impious deceivers. 

But we are not only unable to discover power adequate to this inven- 
tion. ‘There must have been motives for it; for men do not make great 
efforts, without strong motives; and in the whole compass of human in- 
citements, we challenge the infidel to suggest any, which could have 
prompted to the work now to be explained. 

Once more, it must be recollected, that this invention, if it were one, 
was received as real, at a period so near to the time ascribed to Christ’s 
appearance, that the means of detecting it were infinite. 'Thatmen should 
send out such a forgery, and that it should prevail ‘and triumph, are eir- 
cumstances not easily reconcileable with the principles of our nature. 

The character of Christ then was real. Its reality is the only explana- 
tion of the mighty revolution produced by his religion. And how can you 
account for it, but by that cause to which he always referred it, a mission 
from the Father. 
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SERMON VIII, 


‘¢ For ourselves were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and 
pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful and hating one another. But after that 
the kindness and love of God, our Saviour toward man appeared, not by works of 
righteousness, which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us by the wash- 
ing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost ; which he shed onus abundantly 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour: that being justified by his grace, we should be made 
heirs according to the hope of eternal life.’’—Titus iii. 3—7. 

Tue present age is distinguished by the Missionary mania, which has 
spurred thousands to open their purses at the command of mercenary 
priests ; who continually deceive the public with false representations of 
God’s character, and the way of salvation. They hoid up their hell @nd 
devils constantly to view, and preach and prate of fire and brimstone, 
and endless misery ; assigning as a cause, the imminent danger of the 
millions of immortal souls intrusted to their care, and the necessity of 
converting them; that is, preaching hel!, devils, fire and brimstone, and 
endless misery to them; which they esteem the efficient means of salvya- 
tion. We have long opposed this priestly scheme of money-making de- 
ception ; and now will again enter cur solemn protest against this a- 
bominable perversion of the Scriptures, and speaking evil of the God of 
love. We entreat the reader patiently to examine the passage which 
stands at the head of this article, from Paul’s epistle to Titus, and to 
weigh in the balance of reason and truth, the following remarks : 

Paul says of himself, and his believing brethren, ‘* We ourselves also 
were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers Justsyand 
pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another.” 
Children of the devil, then, ‘and murderers,’ on Paul’s own confession ! 
for, ‘*‘ He that hateth his brother is a murderer.” 

A change is produced in the desires and affections of these wicked 
men. What produced it? Let Paul answer for himself. ‘ But after 
the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared”—not 
the tremendous threatenings of God, nor the manifestations of His wrath 
andanger! No. It was a revelation or manifestation of God’s ‘ kind- 
ness and love’’——of that God who is man’s Saviour, not destroyer, which 
proved the efficient means of weaniug Paul and his brethren from sin, 
and reforming their characters. But, how was this effected? What 
motives is assigned on the part of God, the Saviour, and what good 
worxs on the part of man, the saved? Ans. The only motive which 
ean be assigned is God’s Love! Not a word is found expressing any 
thing like Ged’s being moved by man’s prayers from a contrary pur- 
pose, and extending mercy to man, on account of man’s repentance and 
righteousness. Neither is any thing said of man’s righteousness or 
good works, as previously existing, in any shape whatever. Paul is so 
explicit that the reader must be blind not to see the whole truth iuculca- 
ted. ‘ Not by works of righteousness which we hare done, but accord- 
ing to His mercy he saved us.” What! Can vile sinners, the very chil- 
dren of the devil, be saved according to God’s mercy? Where is jus- 
tice, that darling attribute, which consigns without remorse, millions of 
sinners to the flames of an interminable Hell! Paul, thou heretic, thou 
preacher of licentiousness, hadst thou not have departed from this subiu- 
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nary world ere Calvin’s fire kindled for Serverus. thou, too, hadst been 
his victim, and added another to the black catalogue of the Genevan’s 
murders! Calvin’s mercy was for a few—Paul’s mercy for man in the 
aggregate. Calvin’s mercy was accompanied by justice, stern and in- 
flexible ; a justice which let slip, with a cruel reluctance, the beggarly 
few from his iron grasp, and even then branded them with epithets fit 
only for the children of Calvin’s devil, and the tenants of his ‘murky Hell.’ 

Reader, are youa disciple of Calvin? Then it is you we have offend- 
ed. We prove the dishonesty of your religious master, by a reference 
to his Institutes, (B. 2. ch. 16, sec. 5.) where quoting from Paul’s epis- 
tle to the Romans v. 19, he alters, wilfully alters and perverts the pas- 
sage, to suit his black and nefarious purpose. Paul says, ‘many are 
made righteous.” Calvin—‘* WE [the little we, the few] are made 
righteous !” 

Tro convince the reader we have not mistaken Paul, we refer him to 
the connexion of the passage, under consideration, in the second chap- 
ter; where Paul declares of the very grace, by which he is justified, that 
‘the grace of God that bringeth salvation to all men hath appeared.” 
True, our translators, wiser men than Paul, have rendered the text differ- 
ently, and aided, by their misconstructions, or rather perversions, the 
cause of antichrist. 

Now let Paul be heard- -Paul, how are you saved? Ans. ‘ Accord- 
ing to his [God’s] mercy he saved us.”” Pray, explain a littlhe—you are 
saved ‘according to God’s mercy.” That is, in conformity to God’s 
merey, and in accordance with his plan of salvation. Paul, we desire to 
learn of you, whether you did not first propitiate God, and do good 
works, and pray earnestly for salvation; and these works, and these 
prayers, Paul, were not they produced, in the first instance, by a fear of 
God’s vengeance ? Ans. Paul—‘* The kindness and love of God our Sa- 
viour toward man appeared.” Stop, Paul, what did you do, to make 
this ‘“*kindness and love” appear? Certainly some religious act. Paul 
—*+ Not by works of righteousness, which we have done, but according 
to His Mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renew- 
ing of the Holy Spirit; which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus 
Christ our Saviour; that being justified by his grace, we should be made 
heirs according to the hope of eternal life.” Ah, Paul, how strangely you 
preach! You are consistent, however; for if, as you say, man is justifi- 
ed by God’s grace, it is perfectly reasonabie to conclude that God will 
bless and save the just. But, after all, Paul, you appear to disagree very 
much with our Doctors of Divinity, and gentlemanly persons. You say 
of God’s grace, which justified you, that it is ‘* the grace of God which 
bringeth salvation to all men,” consequently, according to your preach- 
ing, all men are justified by God’s grace ; and will, in “ due time,” be 
‘* made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.’ Why, brother Paul, 
this is just what we preach and publish in New-York, and the pious Di- 
vine Doctors, who style themselves Reverend Mr. such a one, etc. call it 
a damnable doctrine, and in the multitude of their tender mercies, consign 
usto an endless Hell! Courage, brother Paul. ‘The servant is not a- 
bove his master. Our great and good Lord and Master Jesus Christ, 
was persecuted even unto death, by the self-styled goed and pious Di- 
vines of his day; and yourself, Paul, drank deep of the cup of persecu- 
tion—Shall we then flinch? God forbid! PAULUS. 
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Rexicious Norice. The Masonic Hall 
will be open for religious worship, Sunday 
morning, afternoon and evening. 

Service at the Universalist Church in 
Prince street, afternoon and evening,—in- 
stead of morning and evening as formerly. 








OUR PROSPECTS, 

Are cheering in the extreme. Scarce a 
day passes, that does not add from fifty to 
seventy new subscribers to our paper. If 
any conductors of religious periodicals have 
reason to be grateful for the unremitted ex- 
ertions of kind friends to aid and assist them, 
we are certainly among the number. 


OUR GREAT AND LAST CHANGE. 

Our orthodox brethren preach much about 
the importance of our being prepared for the 
“ great and last change,”’ which they say is 
to take place at death. What is this great 
and last change ? Let Paul answer—‘‘ Be- 
hold ! I show you a mystery ; we shall not 
all sleep ; but we shall ALL be changed— 
in a moment—in the twinkling of an eye— 
at the last teump; for the trumpet shall 
sound, and the dead shall be raised incor- 
ruptible, and we shall be changed. For this 
corruptible must put on incorruption, and 
this mortal must put on immortality.”” Then 
death will be swallowed up in victory, then 
tears shall be wiped from off ali faces, and 
there shall be no more sorrow nor sighing, 
neither shall there be any more pain. This 
is “our great and last change ;” a change 
from mortality to immortality ; from corrup- 
tion to incorruption ; from”an earthly body, 
to a spiritual, glorious, and heavenly body ; 
a change from ‘‘ gloom to glory,’’ where we 
shall be as the angels of God in heaven.— 
The apostle does not say, we shall be chan- 
ged from bad to worse ; from men to de- 
mons ; from the ‘‘ pleasures of sin,” to fire 
and brimstone 


ORTHODOX TRICKS. 

A few days!since, we received a letter 
from the Post Master at Hunt’s Mills, N. J. 
charged ten cents postage, notifying us to 
stop a paper sent toa subscriber, who had 
paid in advance. 

There cannot be an infinite evil in the 
universe, unless there be an infinitely evil 
being to produce it. No effect can be great- 
er than its cause. 


—_—_—_—— 


Our brethren tell us that we shall be sent 
to hell in a future world for sins committed 
in this life—that we shall sin there, & —— 
Now, if we are punished in hell for the 
deeds of the body—for sins committed here 
—where shall we go to be punished for the 
sins we commit there? 





We are told that the saints will be com- 
pensated with endless felicity for the trouble 
of serving God while here on earth. Where 
will they get their pay for serving Him day 
without night, and world without end? Will 
all this be performed gratis? 





If, as the orthodox divines declare, the 
Almighty has, by a fixed, immutable, and 
eternal decree, consigned nine-tenths of 
mankind to the evil one, why do they not 
‘* give the devil his due ?”” Why do they 
seek to wrest fiom him the souls God has 
given him ? Is it not enough for them to rob 
mankind of their heavenly Father, but they 
must rob the devil too ? 





Our cause in Pennsylvania. 


Universalism in this state is progressing 
beyond a parallel. In addition to our per- 
sonal knowledge of the increasing prosperity 
of the cause of ‘‘ pure and undefiled reli- 
gion,” we are daily receiving intelligence of 
the most cheering nature from almost every 
part of the state. The days of orthodoxy 
are numbered, and well nigh finished. In 
the counties of Dauphin, Union, Lancas- 
rer, Pike, Northumberland, Bradford, &c. 
the truth is exerting a mighty influence.— 
| The cry is, ‘** Come over and help us.”’ 
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Glorious news from Lancaster county, Pa. 

At a meeting of believers in Universal 
Salvation, held at the house of Hon. Jacob | 
Grosh, the father of Universalism in Penn- 
sylvania, in the Borough of Marietta, on 
Sunday evening; January 11, 1829, Abra- 
ham Zublin was chosen Moderator, and Sa- 
muel S. Grosh was appointed Secretary. 
On motion it was 

Resolved, That John Flury, A. B. Grosh, 
and Abraham Zublin, be a Committee to 
draft a Constitution, &c., under which a 
Universalist Society may be organized, and 
present the same at our next meeting, for 
concurrence. 

The next meeting was held on the 18th, 
a Society organized, consisting of the salt of 
the earth, officers chosen, and Constitution 
adopted. We have received the Constitu- 
tion, &c. and shall endeavour, if possible, to 
give it an insertion in our next. The offi- 
cers for the ensuing year, are, A. B. Grosh, 
Corresponding Secretary, John Flury, Re- 
cording do. J. Grosh, Treasurer. 








As was to have been expected. 

The moonshine speculations of Robert 
Owen, at New Harmony, have enied in 
The establishment has broken up 
Many who 


smoke. 
without the “‘last degree.” 
went with the Harmonites to the edge of 
the precipice, have retraced their steps— 
and feel satisfied to abide by a system that 
gives [as says a highly esteemed correspond- 
ent] ‘‘ to every man his own wife, his own 
child—and his own bottle.”’ 





There seems to have gone abroad an er- 
roneous impression respecting the letter in 
the Gospel Herald, No. 2, addressed to the 





Second Universalist Society. So far from | 
censuring the Trustees or the Society, we 

do not believe them blameworthy in the least. 

One individual, and he a public character, 

was alone censurable. To blame a Society 

of Universalists for what was done by a per- 

son who was noT a Universalist, would be 

very ungenerous, to say the least. 


—_- — 





If one sin be infinite, can # million be any 


more? 





Masks off at last. 

We are told that Mr. Kneeland stated on 
Sunday, that he had beena sceptic for the 
last {cg four years / and then almost in the 
same breath, boasted that he was the noblest 
work of God—an honest man ! 





Our cause in this City. 

Had we been asked six weeks ago respecting 
the cause of Universalism in this city, we 
should have answered, it is hopeless as even 
orthodoxy can desire. But a mighty revolu- 
tion has taken place. Believers in the unlim- 
ited goodness of the Almighty, have risen in 
the majesty of truth, and have demonstrat- 
ed to the world, that Atheism and Univer- 
salism are not identified. The glorious 
stand that has been taken by the Second Uni- 
versalist Society, is worthy of all praise.— 
They will hereafter look back to this perilous 
season with the proud reflection, that they 
were, under God, the Saviours of our holy 
religion. 





Brethren in this city—the eyes of the chil- 
dren of the Most High are on us—let us show 
them that we are not unworthy the name we 
bear. You have done well—but the work is 
but begun. Let every private animosity be 
forgotten—let the waters of oblivion cover the 
past—let union be the watchword from this 
time, henceforth, and for ever. 





We learn by the Marietta Pioneer, that the 
first number of the German paper will be is- 
sued in April next. It will be a powerful en- 
gine in the cause of truth. As it will not bea 
work of profit, the publishers entertain the 
hope that the friends of liberal christianity 
will not suffer it to be one of loss. We hope 
not. Let the wealthy societies at the east 
take up a collection to aid the good work.— 
Mere talk does not help the matter along—let 
us have less ‘“ empty sound,” and more sub- 
stance. 





The editors of the Christian Intelligencer, 
Utica Magazine, Religious Inquirer, and 
Spirit of the Pilgrims, will please accept our 
warmest thanks for the kind notice they have 
been pleased to take of the New-York Gos- 
pel Herald. Those who have maintained 
such a profound silence respecting us, doubt- 
less have their reasons for so doing. 
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Mr. Eprror,—I have read your three 
Reviews with much satisfaction, and think 
them sufficiently ‘‘ pithy and pungent” to 
sustain the character which your paper has 
assumed. But, in looking over number 3, 
I observe an omission, which you will per- 
mit me to supply. To the first sentence in 
your extract from Tract No 106, you have 
not paid any attention. It is this:—‘‘ To 
save you in your sins, would oppose the at- 
tributes of God.”” Whatever might be the 
aim of the author, he has certainly aimed a 
blow direct at the glass house of orthodoxy. 
Many writers might be quoted in proof that 
they consider salvation as deliverance ffom 
deserved punishment, but I shall quote one 
only, which, being found on the cover of 
Tract No. 179, which was reviewed in the 
second No. of the Herald, will probably an- 
swer the purpose as well as any other. As 
the envelopes are considered equally pre- 
cious as the enclosures, I presume no de- 
murrer willlie against the use of a portion 
thereon found, touching the matter at issue 


‘< T was a traitor, doomed to fire, 
Bound to sustain eternal pains ; 

He flew on wings of strong desire, 
Assumed my guilt, and took my chains.” 


If man is ‘‘ doomed to fire,’’ and bound to 
the endurance of ‘* eternal pains,”” by what 
authority is he thus doomed, and who can 
reverse that doom ? Christ is represented as 
assuming the guilt, and suffering its con- 
sequences, to relieve the sinner from this 
threatened perdition ; and Christ is after- 
wards represented as Jehovah, and hence 
we read of the ‘ groans of an expiring God,’ 
who had taken on himself both sin and suf- 
fering ; the one by imputation, and the oth- 
er as a consequence of the supposed trans- 
fer. Inconsistency is a badge of error ; how 
then can a system endure the scrutiny of a 
rational being, which requires such a sacri- 
fice of consistency and common sense, as 
these contradictions exhibit ? Against whom 





do these modern Philistines wag the head ? | 
who are they which declare, that if men are | 


punished as muchas they deserve,they cannot 
be saved ? Who declare that sinners cannot 


same people, the tract makers, who aver to 
the salvation of a part only, which favoured 
portion is to be saved from Almighty wrath. 
Where is the consistency, where the value, 
of those chosen vehicles of information, ush- 
ered into being by the American Tract So- 
ciety ? What will reasonable, reflecting men 
think of these stupid attempts to sustain a 


system on which the finger of Omnipotence | 


has written Teke/? MENTOR. 


For the New-York Gospel Herald. 


Remarks on the term Vengeance. 


Mr. Epiror,—The Chief Justice of the 
state of Pennsylvania, in a Charge to the 
Grand Jury, expressed himself as follows : 
‘ Vengeance is not the object ofthe law. To 
reform and deter, are exclusively the legiti- 
mate purposes of every criminal code ; and 
when neither of these is to be accomplished, 
the infliction of punishment produces noth- 
ing but a useless addition to the sum of hu- 
man suffering.” 

The above sentiment is a correct one, and 
of course, incompatible with the essence of 
orthodoxy. To torment sinners endlessly, 
in a future hell, is the definition of ortho- 
dox vengeance. We read, ‘* Vengeance is 
mine ; I will repay, saith the Lord.” Rom. 
12: 19. The original term, erdiresis, sig- 
nifies, a punishing , a retaliation, a vindica- 
tion. The Lord will vindicate the cause of 
the oppressed ; he will repay ; He will ren- 
der unto every one according to his works. 
The idea of repaying endless torments for 
momentary wrongs, or Offences, is to be 
found only in the orthodox definition of the 
term vengeance. No comparison exists be- 
tween the payment, or the repaying, and the 
offence. A man possessing humanity, so 
far from feeling his cause vindicated, by the 
infliction of endless misery upon his fellow, 
who had offended or injured him, would feel 
himself injured anew, by the wretchedness 
bestowed, as a portion, on his fellow crea- 
ture. 

In a well ordered government, vengeance, 
in a properly qualified sense, will be a 
means, and not the object or end. In the 
orthodox sense, vengeance is the object or 
end. The Lord Jesus expressed a senti- 
ment, in Matt 25, which will endure world 
without end; a sentiment which cannot 
change. He, in allusion to kind cffices done 
to others, said, ‘* Inasmuch as ye have done 
it unto one of the least of these my breth- 
ren, ye have done it unto me.” The same 
Jesus taught mankind the glorious truth, 
that all are brethren. There is a logical in- 
ference which no man can escape the force 
of, as follows: If Jesus esteemed kind offi- 
ces done to the least, as done to him, he 
must also regard malconduct in the same 


eclar light, agreeably to the natural operation of 
be fully punished in this life ? Answer—the | 





the converse of the rule. The gospel of 
Christ supposes all men to be brethren.— 
Christ, the Head of the great family.— 
Therefore. any benefit or injury done to one 
member of the family by another member, 
is done to him ; such is his interest in the 
family concerns. This is the case, for Jesus, 
in connexion’ with the passage quoted, de- 
clares his intimate relation in both cases. 
He even reproves mankind, not for the ac- 


' tual commission of wrong done to their fel- 
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lows, but, for the sin of omitting to do good 
by kind offices in their power. 

The term vengeance, like many other 
terms, must be considered in relation to the 
parties in question. For illustration, I will 
cite cases The vengeance of a tiger, or fe- 
rocious beast, directed against a lamb, or 
inferior in strength, would be to seize the 
victim by the throat, and suck its blood.— 
The vengeance of men of honour, (y’clept 
duellists) is to shoot their enemies through 
the head or heart. The vengeance of Rob- 
espierre, the revolutionary tyrant of France, 
was to cut off, by a blow of the guillotine, 
the heads of his adversaries. The French 
tyrant, being an atheist, could do no greater 
harm to his enemies than to deprive them of 
existence. The climax follows : The ven- 
geance of an orthodox christian, when the 
love of his god is shed abroad in his heart, 
and he is thereby fitted for heaven, is only 
to consign his enemies to an endless future 
hell, and then to laugh at them! 

When the Lord Jesus hung in agony upon 
the cross, he beheld his murderers, who 
were his brethren, the Jews, and being mov- 
ed with a compassion which mortal suffer- 
ance could not eradicate, he cried, Father, 
forgive them! Weare instructed that the 
Spirit of God the Father was bestowed upon 
Jesus without measure. Such, therefore, 
was the vengeance of Christ. But, ‘‘ Ven- 
geance is mine; I will repay, saith the 
Lord.” What is the vengeance of the 
SOVEREIGN GOD ? Tell me what spirit 
God is of, and I will answer. If the Spirit 
that dwelt in the Lord Jesus is the Spirit of 
God ; if an apostle of Christ asserts the truth 
when he says, ‘‘ Gop 1s Love,”’ then I re- 
ply, the vengeance of God is the vengeance 
of Love; for God is love—it is the ven- 
geance of a Saviour; for God is our Sa- 
viour. 

Reader, Ihave concluded, that, as ‘* God 
is love,” and as ‘‘ God is our Saviour,”’ his 
vengeance is compatible with love ; is the 
reverse of hatred, and is, also, in his won- 
der working hand, a means of effecting the 


lasting good and happiness of his creatures. 
—- PAULUS. 





SELECTED. 











LETTERS TO LIBERAL CHRISTIANS. 
LETTER III. 

BrRETHREN—It is a well known 
fact—we meet with it almost every 
where—that a very great proportion 
of the support which is given to the 
Limitarian sects, comes from liberal 
christians—those who do not believe 
the doctrines taught by the preachers 





whom they contribute to support, and 
who gain little or nothing by their 
kindness, but sneers and denuncia- 
tions. ‘There are hundreds and thou- 
sands of liberal christians who belong 
to Limitarian societies and churches 
—yes, to their churches, for we know 
many such instances—and lend their 
aid, whenever called upon, to augment 
the power and influence of those 
whose doctrines they truly believe to 
be anti-scriptural and injurious! Is 
not this a strange inconsistency ?— 
But it is said---- Why, we are friends 
of good order---we wish to have some 
regular religious meeting to which we 
can carry our families on the Lord’s 
day---besides, our wives and daugh- 
ters belong to that church and we do 
not think it best to separate our fami- 
lies in attendance on religious wor- 
ship.”’ It is well that you should be 
friends of good order---we trust all 
Universalists are---and it is certainly 
commendable in yeu to desire to have 
some regular religious meeting to go 
to; but can you notdo as much to 
support ** good order,” in some oth- 
er way, as to support the orthodox ? 
Can you notas well havea “ regular 
religious meeting,” the services of 
which are conducted by a minister of 
your own sentiments, as to lend your 
aid and influence to keep up one where 
you are discribed as vile, wretched, 
miserable creatures, deserving a doom 
to which you do not believe you are 
any more exposed than are those who 
take so much satisfaction in sen- 
tencing you to eternal wo? Is it 
supporting ‘* good order” to support 
a man who classes you with convicts, 
and represents you to your neighbors, 
attending on his ministry, 2s an ob- 
ject of their contempt? for he who 
says youare not deserving the favor 
of God, says, practically, that you are 
not deserving the favor of man---of 
your neighbor. Ifthe ties of social 
confidence and good will are cher- 
ished by such preaching---if this be 
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supporting ** good order,”’ in society, 
we know not what may not come ‘in 
next for a claim to that appellation. 
But your ‘* wives and daughters wish 
to go to that meeting.”’ Very well. 
If they ure not willing to put them 
selves in the way of learning any thing 
better---if they will not concede as 
much to you, as you have conceded 
to them, then let them go in peace. 
We would have no one disturb others 
in their choice ; nor do we think it 
any more right that * wives’’ should 
control their husbands, than that hus- 
bands should control their wives in 
this respect. Paul says, ‘* wives sub- 
mit yourselves to husbands.” ‘l'oo 
generally, however, this command is 
reversed---husbands are made to sub- 
mit to their wives in this thing. 

But it is said again, that the giving 
of support to other denominations, is 
setting a good example which 1s cal- 
culated to teach them liberality to- 
towards us under a reverse of circum- 
stances. But what is the use of 
teaching a man forever, when he nev- 
er learns any thing? And of what 
service are examples that are never 
followed? UDhid you ever know the 
orthodox, ‘‘ under a reverse of cir- 
cumstances,’ to unite with Univer- 
salists and help support their minis- 
ters? Ah,no! They are careful nev- 
to do this. On the contrary, they 
will do all they can, at all times, to in- 
jure them. Ifyou wish to have a 
minister of your sentiments preach in 
a house of worship, in which you 
hold property, will they consent that 
he shall occupy the pulpit? No.— 
After all your ‘* examples of liberali- 
ty” they will turn both him and you 
out of the house you have contribu- 
tedtoerect. Besides, we doubt wheth- 
er it is ever setting an example of lib- 
erality for a man to surrender his own 
rights to those who will never respect 
them. 


How long is sucha state of things 
to continue? How long shall it be. 


| 





that freemen, in a free country, where 
every man has a right to believe as he 
pleases, and to support what he be- 
lieves, will consent, will surrender 
their own consciences---their own 
wishes, to those for whom they do not 
have a rational and sincere prefer- 
ence? How long? Why, just as 
long as they dare not exercise their 
own opinions---and no longer. Let 
every Universalist, who contributes 
his support to Limitarian societies, 
withdraw that support, and give it to 
help a cause which he would | prefer to 
see prosper, and let every other Um- 
versalist contribute annually no more 
than the amount of what he expends 
in some unnecessary luxury which 
does him, and nobody else any good ; 
let these contributions be united, and 
‘‘ revular meetings’’ of liberal chris- 
tians would be established, firmly, in 
almost every town in our country.--- 
The withdrawing of Universalist sup- 
port from the orthodox, might, it is 
true, cause us to hear the lamenta- 
tions of the latter, that their cause was 
going rapidly down, (for, without the 
assistance of liberal christians, whom 
they traduce, they would soon feel 
their weakness,) but we should hear 
the rejoicings of truth, that the cause 
of genuine christianity is looking up, 
and going on to perfection. We re- 
peat what we said last week: Let 
every man support that, and only that, 
which he believes to be true---let him 
support it vigorously, and no longer 
lend his strength to those who will use 
it only to oppress him---and liberal 
christianity would be respected as it 
deserves to be---it would unfurl the 
banners of universal love in all direc- 
tions,---it would ‘run and be glori- 
fied, giving ** peace to those that are 
near, and to those that are afar off.”’ 





Withdrawal of Fellowship. 


It will be perceived by the Minutes of the 
Proccedings of the Kennebec Association of 
Universalists, that this body have publicly 
withdrawn fellowship from Mr. Abner 
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Kneeland,* of New-York. The cause of 
their doing this we believe, was, that the 
Ministers and Delegates present were satis- 
fied from the recent published writings of 
Mr. K. as well as from information derived 
from other sources, that he has embraced, 
and adyocates doctrines repugnant to the | 
faith of Univergalists, who, as a religious | 
body, hold most seriously to the existence of 
Almighty God, and the divine authenticity | 
of the Bible. They could not, in consci- 

ence, fellowship such doctrines as Mr. K. 

has countenanced, and therefore concluded | 
it was their religious duty, (however painful | 
the performance of it) to say so, as well out | 
of regard to consistency among themselves, 

as from a concern for the success and repu- | 
tation of the cause of truth, as they under- | 
stand it.—Christian Intelligencer. 





| 





For some time past we have viewed with | 
the most painful emotions, the course taken ! 
by Mr. Kneeland in the Olive Branch, and | 
such other fugitive productions as have come | 
from his pen. He does seem to us to have | 
trifled, not only with the sacred writings, 
which he appears to hold in small estima-_ 
tion, but with the very existence of the Dei-| 
ty himself! It gives us no pleasure to say 
this of aman to whom we have been accus- | 
tomed to look with sentiments of venera- | 
tion ; and did not duty to what we humbiy | 
believe to be the cause of truth require it, | 
we would most gladly shrink from the men- 
tioning of the fact We have not now time | 
nor room to extract all which Mr. K. has| 
published within the last year or two, that | 
has been evidently intended to destroy the | 
confidence of the public in the sacred scrip- | 
tures, and to set himself up as some great ' 
one on account of his fancied success in de- | 
stroying that foundation on which millions | 
of men in centuries past have rested their | 


faith and their hope. 


Suffice it to say, we | 
have seen enough to convince us, that his | 
views differ so essentially from the denomi- | 
nation of Universalists, that he ought no: 
longer to be considered as one of us. We 
would not, by any means, deny to Mr. K. | 
the right of believing the sacred scriptures | 
te be false, or of publishing his opinions on 
the subject, or of following with Robert’ 
Owen ; if he is sincere in those views and 
these attachments, we would not even cen- | 
sure him ; for every man has an undoubied | 
right to think as he pleases, and to speak as 


* The Second Universalist Society in this 
city, with whom Mr. K. has been engaged, 
have also withdrawn fellowship from him. This 
is as it should be—as he has declared, that he 
believes in “no God but nature, and that 
when he dies. there will be an Tend of him.” | 





he thinks. We only say, that if he thinks 
the Universalists wrong in their belief of the 
Bible, and in their opposition to Deism, he 
ought peaceably to leave them, or they to 
leave him. It is not right, it is not just, 
that any order of people should be made to 
bear reproach or to suffer on account of their 
connexion with an individual whose views 
and feelings are an essential departure from 
their own.—ib. 





In order to ascertain whether a man’s re- 
ligious faith was sound, and did him any good 
or not, it is common to inquire how he died. 
We should think it would be more proper to 
inquire how he Jived. 

He who lives well under the influence of 
his faith, will derive support from it in the 
hour of death. For whatever is good to live 
by, is also good to die by.—ib. 





What did Dr. Franklin mean when he said 
in his letter to Miss Hubbard, written after 
the death of his brother John,—‘‘ He who 
plucks out a tooth, parts with it freely, since 
the pain goes with it; and he who quits the 
whole body, parts at once with all pain, and 
all possibility of pain?”? Did he mean that 
there is no suffering after the death of the 
ody ? 





If the Deity created all men with a design 
to make them happy, their ultimate felicity 
is certain ; for if a being propose to himself 
the accomplishment of a design, he will per- 
form it, unless some motive arise from with- 
in to induce him to change it, or some cir- 
cumstance arise from without to oblige him 
to change it. Nothing can explain the fail- 
ure of his purpose, unless it be supposed, 
either that he has voluntarily changed it, or 
has been forced by some superior power to 
abandon it. 

If the Deity voluntarily change his plan, 
it must be for the better or for the worse.— 
If for the better, the original plan must have 
been imperfect ; if for the worse, since he 
knows all things perfectly, and must, there- 
fore, foresee the consequence, it follows, 
that what he perceives to be a good plan, is 
relinquished for one which he knows to be 
bad: but the supposition, that a good and 
wise being can thus act, is impossible. 


If on the contrary, he has been forced to 
change his plan, that which obliged him to 
do so, must be stronger than he ; for no be- 
ing will permit his design to be frustrated 
by a power which is weaker than himself. 
Whatever, therefore, it be which frustrates 
the design of the Deity, must be stronger 
than omnipotence, which is a contradiction. 
—Dr. S. Smith 





ND UNIVERSALIST REVIEW. 6: 


~~ 
~ 





—_—_— 





are 
-- ——-2 


pens 


UNIVERSALIST REVIEW, 





The following Review is copied from the Re- 
ligious Inquirer. As Br. Canfield has done 
ample justice to the subject, we have no de- 
sire to make any additional remarks. 


A New Tract was mentioned in No. 33, as 
having been sent to the editor of this paper, 
probably by the publisher of the Wes‘ern Re- 
corder. It will be but briefly noticed. The 
thing has been christened, “ A Dialogue be- 
tween a Universalist and a Christian.” The 
title is a queer one, to say the least, and the 
Universalist is unchristianized with as little 
ceremony as the Baptists exhibit for similar 
purposes against the Pedobaptists. Now for 
an extract. 


“C. Are you a Christian ? 
“U. I depend upon Christ for salvation. 


“CC, What are you pornG for the salvation | . pose 1 
| tion, because it is founded on a mere prgees 
3 


of your fellow men ? 


The latter is a very rational question, truly. 
So a man who trusts in Christ only for his own 
salvation, is required to assist Christ in the 
salvation of others. But let us see how the 


with the last. 


“C, Does not the gospel! propose salvation 
to men as a free gift? Is it not said, eternal 
life is the gift of God ?” 

How beautifully this agrees with the second 
question of the Christian ! 


“ ©, Do you not see that it involves a con- 
tradiction, [how fearful of contradictions] to 
say that you heartily embrace the gospel as a 
system of mercy or grace, that you receive 
eterna! life as a gift, no part of which is your 
due in justice, and at the same time to deny 
the justice of God in eternal punishments ?” 


What depth in theology, what learned lore, 
is here displayed ! No mercy, no grace can be 
exhibited, unless we are to be saved from the 
justice which demands eternal punishment. 
But has C. shown that eternal life is salvation 
from endless misery ? Has he shown that it 
even refers to a state of being yet future? He 
has not. But we proceed to the reply of our 
weak brother, the Universalist. 


“UU, Yes, I see now, that I cannot, consis- 
tently and thankfully, embrace a pardon for an 
eternity, or covering an eternal duration, with- 
out confessing and feeling that [ DESERVE 
eternal punishment.” 


Most admirably consistent conclusion! thus 
mercy and justice are represented as ethical 
antipodes, placed at the two extremities of a 
moral scale beam ; so that one is elevated, in 
proportion as the other is depressed. Reader, 
this is the consistency of orthodoxy. Accord- 
ing to them, Jehovah cannot be at the same 
time “a gust Godandasaviour.”” Thus do 
men represent Heaven a scene of confusion — 


“ And with one attribute another wound.” 
But we will hear what is said of justice. 











“©. What is mercy ? 

‘* U. Goodness—love—God is love. 

“ ©. Your definition will not do. Justice is 
as much an attribute of goodness as mercy is.”’ 


Most excellent logic—most sage apostle of 
orthodoxy ! Goodness is composed of justice 
and mercy in equal proportions. But the mis- 
fortune is, that they diametrically oppose, each 
the other—-they pull different ways, and the 
claims of one are always hostile to those of the 
other. Both cannot be satisfied ; like Turks, 
they “ be«r no brother nearthe throne.” Jus- 
tice demands universal damnat ‘on, and endless 
torture. Mercy claims the salvation of all.— 
What a sore dilemma, and of what heteroge- 
neous materials is goodness fabricated. 

We will now look at the weight of argument 
adduced to prove the infinite nature of sin. 

“CC. Now, let God command, and if his 
creatures command obedience, they break an 
obligation of infinite weight ; THEREFORE— 
their guilt is infinite.”’ 

Now we oppose this system of argumenta- 


tion, and because we read in a certain Book, 
the study of which will not subject Mr. Hast- 
ings to any serious injary, that the require- 
ments of God are according to the ability giv- 


: epee .. |en, but the tract writer measures the trans- 
next question cited appears in juxtaposition | 


gression according to the ability which the 

lawgiver has retained. How much the princi- 

ple involved in this proposition differs from 

that on which Pharaoh practised—judge ye. 
But we must lead our readers forward. 


“ ©. Are you convinced that you have not 
depended on Christ for salvation ?” 


Verily, this out-Herods Herod altogether. 
The stupid Universalist had dreamed all along 
that he trusted in Christ for salvation. But he 
was ignorant of his own belief, and was so far 
a fit candidate for the conversion to orthodoxy 
which ensued. It is well he had so consistent 
a teacher. Mark his progressive improvement. 


“ U. Yes, for Inever yet have felt that I de- 
served eternal death, and you have shown me 
[but not the Bible, for the phrase is not there} 
that until I am willing, and do confess and feel 
that, I never shall embrace the gospel [ortho- 


dox gospel] as a system of pardon or mercy.” 


Now if the Universalist had known as much 
of modern theology as we can tell him, well 
might he have added, that until he was wil- 
ling to be eternally miserable “ for the glory 
of God,” he could not be an heir of salvation. 

But we are disgusted with this fustian rant, 
this orthodox rhodomontade. Those who wish 
to see more may have the whole book, com- 


| prising twelve small pages, on a quarter sheet. 


merely for the price of postage—six cents. 





When the Editor of the ‘* Trumpet’? re- 


fused to advertise the pamphlets which we 


sent him, we said nothing—when he refused 
to notice our paper, we were silent--but when 
he indirectly accuses us of falsehood, we 
feel compelled to speak. That he has thus 
accused either Br. Frieze or myself, his no- 
tice respecting another Brother wall testify. 
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CLOUDS. 
HUMBLY ATTEMPTED AFTER THE MANNER 
OF MRS. HEMANS. 

Beautiful clouds in the quiet sky, 

Whence come ye floating so proudly by ? 

“ We come from the land where the forest’s 
gloom, 

Frowns darkly around the old warrior’s tomb, 

Where the ramparts he reared still their 
strength retain, 

Though ye seek their defender’s name in vain. 


We have crossed the streams of the boundless 
west, 

We have clustered 
mountain’s crest, 

We have swept the prairie’s lonely green, 

O’er Buffalo herds we have hung a screen, 

We have shadowed the path the hunters take, 

And obscured the gleam of the sunny lake.” 


in wreaths round the 


Clouds that are skirted with golden light, 

What have ye seen in your airy flight ? 

“We have seen stern gloom on the Indian’s 
brow, 

And the grief that stung him, but could not 
bow, 

As he left the shore where his fathers rest, 

To seek a new home in the far-off west. 


We have seen the desert from the wildness 
freed, 

And the hardy yeoman scattering seed, 

Villages rising by every stream, 

And the white sail glancing in the morning’s 
beam ; 

Yet we saw that woes every scene deprave, 

For we ’ve look’d on many a fresh dug grave.”’ 


Say, what is the end of your pilgrimage ? 

‘* We have seen the mountain oak scath’d by 
age, 

On the shiver’d crag there is writ—decay— 

Shall we be more happy and strong than they ? 

Man’s labours and glories doth time obscure— 

And shall we, things of vapour and shade. en- 
dure ’ 











Beauteous and dense we seem to you, 

But we ’re vanishing fast from your wondering 
view, 

For the sweeping gust and the sunny ray 

Are hurrying and melting our fleeces away ; 

When the morning comes in its glowing sheen 

Not a mist will tell we have ever been.” 


Beautiful clouds it is ever thus— 
Stern time is destroying our work and us ; 
And ye—though storms in your robes «re roll’d, 
Though thunders sleep in your dusky fold, 
Though ye boast a heavenly home and birth— 
Ye must fade away like thinge of earth ! 

7. F. 





TO RENT, with the privilege of a lease 
from the first of May next, the tenement No. 
6 Centre street, now occupied asa Printing 
Office. Immediate possession given, should it 


be required. 
Apply to T. FISK. 
New-York, Feb. 14, 


ee 
UNIVERSALIST BOOKS. 


For sale at this office, No. 6 Centre, near 
Pearl street, the following Books and 
Pamphlets. 


Ballou on Atonement. 
do. on Parables. 
Balfour’s Ist and 2d Inquiries. 
do. Three Essays. 
Light of Truth. 
Candid Review of Hawes’ Letters. 
Sermons by T. Fisk—viz. 
The Rich man in hell. 
A hell for all the wicked clearly proved. 
The Pleasures of Sin. 
Jonah and the Devil, &c. &c. 
The true believer hated by the world ; a ser- 
mon by Rey. S. R Smith. 
do. Nature and object of punishment. 
Divine Love ; asermon by Rev. M. Rayner. 
The Threshing instrument ; by Rev. Zelo- 
tes Fuller. 
Most of the above may also be obtained at 
W. C. Harris’, Market street, Baltimore ; 
and of W. B. Fairchild, S. 2d st, Philad’a. 





TO PRINTERS. 

Two second hand founts of Long Primer, 
two of Burgeois, one of Brevier, and one of 
minion, for sale at this office. 

i 

The New-York Gospert HERALD and 
UNIVERSALIST REVIEW, is published every 
other Saturday, by A. C. THOMAS, at No. 6 
Centre (near Pearl-st.) 


T. FISK, EDITOR. 


Terms:—City subscribers, $1 25; subscribers 
who receive their papers by mail, 81 per annurr 


—pavable. inall cases.in advance 


